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Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb    Issue 109 August 2020 

Just about everybody seems to be writing about 

their Covid experiences, particularly with 

reference to an increased awareness of the world about 

them and it would seem, an urge to return to nature. I’ve 

joined that group, as during the year, I’ve been 

commenting on the many changes that have taken place 

around Moor Pool; changes that in other years would 

probably have passed unnoticed. 

Spring colours and Summer blooms have been replaced 

by a surge in growth of shrubs and garden plants that 

I’ve not witnessed before. There’s lavender in the front 

garden that comes perilously close to breaching the 

‘rules’ for pavement obstruction and in the rear garden 

it looks as though it will be a bumper year for 

sunflowers and runner beans. For a while I was 

concerned about a shortage of pollinators but all seems 

to be well now. What is not so well is the emergence of 

large quantities of blackfly. 

I wandered around the Nettlefold Garden the other day 

and was amazed to see the amount of work that had 

gone on quietly behind the scenes during lockdown. I 

suppose that this exemplifies the nature of voluntary 

work; so much of it is unseen. I was reminded of the 

time many years ago when I had a significant chunk of 

the area as an allotment. The only source of water was 

the little stream, which had to be dammed at the 

entrance to the culvert, with the water scooped out by 

using a bucket on a rope. I frequently dug up bits of 

clay pipe, a reminder of the time when the land was 

farmed but the most exciting find was a George 11 

penny. I also found the remains of an early 18thcentury 

woman’s shoe leading to much speculation by my 

children 

Apart from a couple of robins at the back and a few 

exiled goldfinches at the front, the feeders have been 

largely abandoned which is not unusual at this time of 

year. I had bought an expensive ‘squirrel proof’ feeder 

which it was claimed, would defeat the most resourceful 

squirrel. That part worked and access to the food was 

denied but no reference was made to the same 

resourceful animal’s ability to take the feeder apart. I 

returned home one day to find it in bits on the ground 

and Mr Resourceful happily scoffing the contents. For 

several minutes, my live and let live approach to 

wildlife was forgotten. The fox continues to visit every 

evening as does a badger and of course no report on 
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local wildlife would be complete without reference to 

the one-eyed cat whose fixed stare continues to haunt 

my waking hours. In June I turned to literature and 

compared him in some ways to the Cheshire Cat. I do 

so again this time by reference to that brilliant observer 

of the behaviour of cats, dogs and human beings, 

Jerome K Jerome. Rather than use the piece from 

‘Three men in a Boat’ which might offend One-Eye’s 

owners, I have turned to ‘Novel Notes’ and a 

conversation between two cats in which one is giving to 

another, the benefit of his experience of human 

frailties,  I am grateful to the Editor for allowing me the 

space to share this. 

“Fix on your house and mew piteously at the back 

door. When it is opened, run in and rub yourself against 

the first leg you come across. Rub hard and look up 

confidingly. Nothing gets round human beings I have 

noticed quicker than confidence. They don’t get much 

of it and it pleases them. Always be confiding. At the 

same time, be prepared for emergencies. If you are still 

doubtful as to your reception, try and get yourself 

slightly wet. Why people should prefer a wet cat to a 

dry one I have never been able to understand; but that a 

wet cat is practically sure of being taken in and gushed 

over, while a dry cat is liable to have the garden hose 

turned upon it, is an undoubted fact. Also, if you can 

possibly mange it, and if is offered to you, eat a bit of 

dry bread. The Human Race is always stirred to its 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets 

eaten by the dog, you want an extra 

copy or live off the estate, then the 

current issue can be downloaded 

from www.duck.moorpool.com. 

Past issues are also available from 

www.moorpool.com.  

Forthcoming Events 

You will read elsewhere that the Trust is moving to 
reopen the Halls in September with, or course, suitable 
distancing and hygiene precautions. The situation is, 
however, a moveable feast and please treat all future 
events as provisional. 

Coffee Mornings 
(except December) 

Last Saturday of the month, 
10:30-12:00 

Kids Craft Sunday,  September 20th 

Heritage Walk Sunday,  September 20th 

Local History Talk Tuesday,  September 22nd 

Reading Group Thursday, September 24th 

Fish and Chip Quiz Saturday, October 17th 

Moor Pool Memories Saturday,  October 24th 

Local History Talk Tuesday,  November 3rd 

Charity Concert Saturday, November 21st 

Residents’ Association AGM Saturday, January 30th 

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

26th September 2020 October 2020 

21st November 2020 December 2020 

23rd January 2021 February 2021 

27th March 2021 April 2021 

29th May 2021 June 2021 

24th July 2021 August 2021 

25th September 2021 October 2021 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date. 

Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association Subscriptions 

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at 

coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage 

you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this 

is not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter 

box. The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay 

for the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the 

Easter and Christmas activities. 

If you have not done so already, please consider 

joining. There’s a form on the last page with details. 

The risk of catching coronavirus from an infected person 
falls from 13 per cent at less than one metre to 3 per cent 
further away and halves with each extra metre, according 
to an overview of dozens of studies. 

When American troops liberated Colditz in 1945, the 
British officers held there raided the castle's wine cellar 
and raised their glasses to a trio of inspirational figures in 
the Allied war effort. The first toast was to Winston 
Churchill, the second to President Roosevelt and the third 
was to Vera Lynn. 

The moment was emblematic of the singer's status as 
"the Forces' Sweetheart", whose sentimental but 
heartfelt songs captured the poignancy of the separation 
of war and evoked a spirit of hope in the darkest days of 
the conflict.  

The comedian Harry Secombe, who fought as a gunner in 
north Africa and Italy, joked that: "Churchill didn't beat 
the Nazis. Vera sang them to death."  

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

We are hoping that it might be possible to hold a Macmillan 
Coffee morning on 26th September.  Last year's one was 
very successful. 

With the situation as it is at present the exact format is not 
certain but we very much hope that we shall be able to 
arrange for some event in the Main Hall. 

As you probably know all charities are struggling greatly with 
their shops closed and fund raising activities cancelled.  We 
are therefore very reluctant to cancel the coffee morning at 
present.. 

Further details will be posted on the notice boards around 
the estate nearer to the date along with details of how to 
donate if you wish. 

Jenny Buchan   

Despite earlier suggestions to the contrary, alcohol 
consumption has fallen during lockdown, with the 
undoubted rise in drinking at home far outweighed by the 
temporary halt to social drinking in pubs, clubs and 
restaurants. Overall, people drank nearly 548 million fewer 
litres of alcohol than a year ago, according to Nielsen, the 
provider of consumer data. 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.duck.moorpool.com
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deepest depths by the sight of a cat eating a bit of dry 

bread”.  

Brilliant stuff written in 1893 and I can report that in 

2020, One Eye regularly employs the same tactics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The daily walks continue and as a casual observation I 

would say that that there are fewer people taking them. 

It could be that some have returned to work and that 

others are walking further afield as I have done on 

occasions. Attractive as it is, after a while, the area 

becomes over familiar and the need to get out and 

about is stirred. 

The brilliant work of the Moor Pool Covid 19 Help 

Team continues and whilst the hope is that the need for 

it is diminishing, we are all aware of the dangers posed 

by a possible resurgence and the need to be prepared. If 

help is needed, it is available via Jules Bellingham’s 

mobile 0797 0620415 or email 

jcbmoorpool@gmail.com. The Foodbank Collections 

have also continued and at the time of writing, the next 

one was scheduled for 30th July.  Ballie and his family 

have continued to work tirelessly on behalf of the 

Community, and he has plans to expand and to extend 

the range of goods in the shop. Even though shopping 

is becoming easier, please continue to support this vital 

community asset. The Watch Teams have also been out 

and about keeping an eye on things 

A few issues have found their way to me in recent 

weeks. The one raising most concern has been the use 

of grass verges for car parking when space on the road 

has not been available. I understand that we all feel 

more comfortable if the car is parked where we can see 

it but I hope that it will be generally agreed that 

parking nearby or around the corner is a better option 

than using the grass verge. Concerns about overgrown 

gardens and alleyways have also been raised. The surge 

in growth to which I have referred earlier is a 

contributory factor of course but it’s important to 

emphasise the need, wherever possible, to keep access 

clear. This train of thought set me thinking about our 

alleyways and whether we could claim that we had 

more than any other estate in Birmingham or even 

further afield. Has anyone measured the total length 

covered by them?  Another matter of note has been the 

decision by the City Council to remove those trees 

(Continued from page 1) which are diseased, dangerous or too large. They are to 

be replaced but we must ensure that this happens. As 

always, with the help of my friends on the Committee, I 

will try to deal with any day to day concerns. My phone 

number is 0121 426 2134 and my email address is 

johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk. 

The Charity Show scheduled for 21st November 

remains pencilled in the diary, but I know that there are 

serious doubts about the possibility of staging it. We 

seem to be in a phase where hopes of a return to 

normality are hung out for us, when at the same time 

their remains a view in some quarters, that there is a 

significant disparity between these hopes and common 

sense. Overcoming this will not be easy but November 

is some distance away and we will keep options open. 

This issue of The Duck will probably be the last in its 

current format and a return to a printed and distributed 

version in October is expected. It’s appropriate here to 

pay tribute to Andrew Hackett our esteemed Editor who 

has continued to keep things going over the last few 

months. The electronic version has been widely read 

but I know from messages that I have received, that 

there are those who do not have access to the 

technology. We have printed and delivered copies, 

within the limits of our home printers but I’m sure that 

people are still missing out. I wonder whether for those 

that have a printer, it would be possible for a couple of 

copies to be run off and left in the shop for collection or 

distribution.  

Finally, when I was out walking, I was asked several 

times whether there was any prospect of a Moorpool 

Players revival and it was clear from the kind 

comments, that those evenings at The Hall were still 

looked back on with affection. The answer of course 

was that I could see no prospect of a return. The stage is 

still there as is the stage lighting and perhaps one day 

something will emerge. I was asked, as I have been 

before, to say which of all the productions with which I 

was directly involved, was my favourite. I always 

replied by referring to the two evenings of Victorian 

Melodrama that we staged. Brian J Burton had tweaked 

what were already by today’s standards extremely bad 

original plays, to write something that was outrageously 

much worse with paper thin plots and language that was 

often incomprehensible. A kind critic wrote, ‘You have 

to be good to be this bad, and this lot are very good’. 

Above all, the evenings were crammed with fun, 

laughter and a sense of well-being; experiences needed 

in all walks of life as the year drifts on into Autumn and 

Winter. 

Keep laughing and have fun. 

John 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Hi folks, 

URGENT HELP NEEDED: we have been asked to do another FOODBANK COLLECTION as the FeedBirmingham 
stocks are running low.  Please, please if you can donate, there are so many families and individuals in need 
out there who would be very grateful. Anything you can donate would be gratefully received.  

Date: Thursday 30th July 

Drop off times : 1730hrs - 1930hrs  

Location: Moor Pool Hall 

Items:  Non-perishable food only this time (no clothing)   

Specific requests: 

 Cereal, Porridge, Pasta, Rice, Gnocchi,  
 Tinned Soup, Tinned Tomatoes, Baked Beans, Tinned Meat, Tinned Vegetables, Tinned Fruit, Tinned 

Custard, Tinned Rice Pudding 
 Pasta Sauce, Cooking Sauces, Dried Cook-in-Sauce packets 
 Lentils, Beans and Pulses 
 Bread (sealed part-baked ones), Cakes, Long-life Breads (like croissants/pain au chocolat/rolls), Crisps, Biscuits 
 Tea, Coffee, Sugar, UHT Milk, Squash 
 Cooking Oil, Vinegar, Stock Cubes, Tomato Puree, Flour (chapati / plain / self raising)  
 Toiletries, Tampax, Nappies, Baby Wipes, Formula 
 Cat / Dog Food 

We also need food that can be made with only a kettle like : Pot Noodles, Cup-a-Soup, Mug Shots 

If you can't make the times above, just give me a shout and you can drop off at my house instead.  

The need is not diminishing.  Please help if you can. 

Thank you as always. 

Jules 
mobile 0797 0620415 or email jcbmoorpool@gmail.com 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Circle Cinema 

While the country stumbles slowly 

and hesitantly out of lockdown and 

with the Hall planning a restricted 

reopening in September we have to 

considered how and when the 

cinema will again open. 

Given the need for distancing, the time that an audience 

would be together in an enclosed space and the 

impracticability of moderation with masks, we feel it 

would be imprudent to open prematurely and have 

decided that we will postpone any decision until the New 

Year. 

In the meantime, if you have exhausted the offerings of 

the likes of Prime and Netflix, could we suggest the BFI 

player as an alternative? Film lovers can get two weeks of 

films for free and even if you don't subscribe after that 

there's still some free film content on the website. Point 

your browser to https://player.bfi.org.uk/free for details. 

We will, of course, keep everyone updated through our 

web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you are 

not already on our mailing list and would like to be, 

please contact us through the link below. Stay safe and 

keep your distance. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Club & Society News 

The Circle Tennis Club 
57 The Circle, Harborne 

The interest in The Circle Tennis 
Club continues to increase and your 
support has been unbelievable. We 
have accepted many new members, 
especially families, who have seen that we can provide a 
lovely way to get exercise while maintaining safety and 
social distancing. The club is a friendly group of players 
who have a common interest in playing tennis and 
keeping healthy. 

Our booking system is working well and everyone can 
get an equal chance of playing.  This has allowed all 
players to get out and enjoy the chance of either 
learning a new sport or getting back into a familiar one. 
We are now allowed to play doubles as well as singles. 

Coaching has started again, both individual and group 
sessions, during school term times. 

We are now running matches within the club so that our 
more competitive players can get back into training for 
next season. 

We are sorry but we have had to, once again, suspend 
the acceptance of new members as the popularity of the 
game has been exceptional.  We will let you know, via 
the website, www.circletennisclub.net  when we are 
able to accept new members. 

Keep watching. In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please contact us at 
circletennisclub@gmail.com  

Moorpool Skittles Club 

Sadly with the Lockdown situation, the 

Skittles Club is on hold, so no sessions 

for now. The Winter season ended and 

Club awards have been sorted but as yet 

we can’t give out the actual awards - 

we’ll do that as soon as we are ‘allowed 

out’ - probably with some celebration. 

All members are missing our weekly sessions but we 

keep in touch via email, text and phone calls - thank 

goodness for technology - something that is definitely 

missing from our usual playing sessions! We should be in 

our Summer Season when play is once a week and 

continues until we open the Winter Season in October, 

lets hope that can go ahead as planned. 

We look forward to welcoming visitors and new 

members as soon as possible. Any inquiries to 

keithwinkley61@gmail.com. 

Ennio Morricone 

November 10, 1928 – July  6, 2020 

Italian composer, orchestrator, conductor, and trumpet 
player who wrote music in a wide range of styles. 
Morricone composed over 400 scores for cinema and 
television, as well as over 100 classical works. His score to 
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly is considered one of the 
most influential soundtracks in history and was inducted 
into the Grammy Hall of Fame. His filmography includes 
over 70 award-winning films, all Sergio Leone's films since 
A Fistful of Dollars, all Giuseppe Tornatore's films since 
Cinema Paradiso, The Battle of Algiers, Dario Argento's 
Animal Trilogy, 1900, Exorcist II, Days of Heaven, several 
major films in French cinema, in particular the comedy 
trilogy La Cage aux Folles I, II, III and Le Professionnel, as 
well as The Thing, Once Upon a Time in America, The 
Mission, The Untouchables, Mission to Mars, Bugsy, 
Disclosure, In the Line of Fire, Bulworth, Ripley's Game and 
The Hateful Eight. 

R.I .P.  

For a brilliant live orchestral rendition of The Good, The Bad 
and The Ugly by the Danish National Symphony Orchestra 
go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enuOArEfqGo  

http://www.moorpool.com
https://player.bfi.org.uk/free
http://www.circlecinema.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enuOArEfqGo
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Club & Society News 

Moor Pool Reading Group 

The Reading Group will be meeting at 

7.30pm on 24th September 2020 in the 

Lower Hall.  We shall be adhering to 

social distancing rules and will require 

face coverings to be worn.  We shall be 

discussing “The Nickel Boys by Colson 

Whitehead”.  Please contact Gillian Morgan at 

gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk if you would like to 

attend  

READY? PLAY! 

TENNIS RETURNS AT 

MOORPOOL TENNIS CLUB 

After months of lockdown we're glad to get 

back to play at MTC at the junction of Moor Pool Avenue 

and Margaret Grove. Our courts have been resurfaced and 

we've warmly welcomed an influx of new members from 

the locality. With Wimbledon and the Olympics being 

cancelled, it's reassuring to see and hear play on our two 

shale courts in these bizarre and troubling times. We 

follow guidelines for COVID-SAFE play with social 

distancing and regularly use hand sanitiser and clean 

surfaces frequently. Thanks to our volunteers we've 

spruced up our clubhouse, started our landscaping project, 

we’re improving our facilities and enhancing our 

provision. We hope to offer TAI-CHI classes on our 

green, and TABLE TENNIS will become available again 

for the autumn, we hope. We're also planning an OPEN 

DAY for later in August. Whether you're a complete 

beginner or seasoned player MTC can offer expert 

COACHING, FITNESS TRAINING with Will Hale, a 

former US college player & PTR (Professional Tennis 

Registry) qualified coach. He'll also soon qualify as a 

physiotherapist - very handy! To take advantage of our 

50% reduced membership fees this year, email John our 

Chair at giffordlewis@btinternet.com. 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

Last year we were looking forward to 

taking part in an ecology project looking at 

the Pool and environs. However, lock 

down intervened and the project looked 

like being postponed. Student to the 

rescue! Providentially, a student from University of 

Wolverhampton asked if she could use Moor Pool as part 

of her dissertation study. Her main interest is in bats but 

she will be taking a holistic view of the area around the 

Pool because, of course, nothing exists in a vacuum. 

We’re looking forward to the results and to sharing them 

with you. 

Life took a different path for ‘our’ Canada Goose pair this 

year. Although they laid eggs on the island in Moor Pool 

they very soon abandoned them and so have not raised a 

family this year. They have, however, been joined by 

several other adult geese. Our pair has reserved the Pool 

as their own breeding ground for many years and geese 

will defend their territories vigorously. But because they 

failed to breed, they no longer need to defend the territory. 

Perhaps they have been joined by offspring from a 

previous year? 

Better news from the Pool is that the duck house that was 

installed by the Fishing Club has been used by the 

Moorhens to raise two broods this year. They actually 

nested underneath the duck house where their bright red 

fluffball chicks could be seen paddling about. Maybe next 

year the Mallards will move in? 

I may not have gone where I intended to go, but I think I 
have ended up where I needed to be. 

Douglas Adams (The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul)   

“The truth." Dumbledore sighed. "It is a beautiful and 
terrible thing, and should therefore be treated with great 
caution.” 

J.K. Rowling (Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone) 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Harborne Village 

Women's Institute 

Harborne Village Women's Institute 

have been keeping in touch with their 

members online, with video (Zoom) 

virtual monthly meetings.  This month we had a talk and 

demonstration by Jutta Stahlhacke from The Old 

Printworks in Moseley.  Recycling T-shirts, by making 

yarn. Our next Zoom Meeting is on 11 August on how to 

make Caribbean canapes. 

For more information on how to join, email: 

harbornevillagewi@gmail.com 

Circle Cycling Club 

At last cycling clubs have been 

given the green light, so our 

group is back on track.  

Following all the COVID 

lockdown rules and regulation, 

we can now ride in a group of six or less.  So in order to 

overcome the maximum number of six, because we have a 

dozen or more members, we have divided into two 

groups, over two days.  This weekend (25 & 26 July,) our 

group leader - Peter Stroud, has organised a ride to West 

Bromwich on Saturday and on Sunday to the Jewelry 

Quarter, an average 12-15 miles. Both routes are via the 

beautiful Birmingham's canal ways, which are in full 

bloom at present. And  of course now that cafes are 

opening up,  we can make a comfort break too.  What a 

relief! 

 If you would like to join us please get in touch for more 

details,  call : Peter on 0776 340 7810. 

Answers to August 2020 crossword 

Moorpool Fishing Club -  

From the Water's Edge 

With the fabulous weather during spring and early 

summer, members of the Moorpool Fishing Club were 

eager for lockdown restrictions to be removed. 

We were finally able to start fishing again on May 13th 

and just a couple of weeks ago were able to restart our 

weekly competitions. Double figure weights have been 

needed to win short 21/2 hr evening matches. Pleasure 

fishing nets of 40lb plus have been reported regularly. 

The pool looks glorious with water lilies in bloom and the 

banks are lined with bright yellow irises.  

The Moorhens from where the pool and estate takes its 

name successfully hatched the first chicks for years. Sadly 

the geese didn’t hatch the 8 eggs they laid. We think this 

was down to either predation by the 2 visiting herons or 

sadly possibly vandalism as the pool has suffered from 

poaching during lockdown by local youths who were also 

seen throwing bricks at the nesting geese. 

To combat this and also to improve the residents’ view of 

the pool we have reduced the height of the boundary 

hedge along Ravenhurst Road. It’s hoped the removal of 

secluded hideaways and increased visibility will deter the 

individuals responsible.  

The water level in the pool is a huge concern for us at 

present. We have lost 60% of the pool's volume as I write 

this and the level continues to drop. We are 

communicating with the Trust to see how this situation 

can be improved. If anyone sees fish gasping in the pool 

please contact the club immediately on 07859 252928 as 

we have aerators we can activate to improve low oxygen 

levels.  

Sadly this water loss has resulted in the loss of many of 

the water borne plants - especially the water lilies as the 

water they rely on for support has disappeared. 

The photo (opposite) of club secretary Paul Johnson 

shows the quality of the fish that lurk in the pool. A 

beautiful Common Carp of around 10lbs. The pool also 

has a large stock of tench, bream, rudd, roach, perch, 

crucian carp and elusive chub. The odd goldfish also make 

an occasional appearance no doubt rehomed by 

residents!!  

Hopefully lockdown will end soon and we can welcome 

visitors during open day events.  

Jez Harris 

Moorpool Fishing Club. 

S
u
d

o
k
u

 

Across: 7) Almost; 8) Zealot; 10) Grandma; 11) Upper; 12) Even; 13) Snuff; 17) 
Units; 18) Menu; 22) Allow; 23) Delight; 24) Extend; 25) Castle 

Down: 1) Mangled; 2) Smeared; 3) Aside; 4) Rebuffs; 5) Flaps; 6) Story; 9) 
Magnitude; 14) Knowing; 15) Weights; 16) Bustled; 19) Jaded; 20) Zloty; 21) Float 

Club & Society News 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update 

Over the course of the summer, we were 

watching the governmental 

announcements with great interest.  It was 

great that the Nettlefold Garden could 

reopen in early July, it is looking beautiful 

and a big thank you for all the volunteers 

who tend to it so well.  It seems to have 

been very well used so far! 

And so to the Moor Pool Halls.  We plan 

to reopen the Moor Pool halls from 

August 29th to coincide with the Autumn 

school term and the end of the holiday period.   

Over the last few weeks, we have consulted all of our 

groups who use the Hall regularly and the 

overwhelming consensus has been for a September re-

start.  The enthusiasm to return and fondness for Moor 

Pool Hall has been gratifying.   

We have established a new Risk Management plan to 

cope with the Covid environment.  This will mean a 

diminished capacity at the Hall and other changes such 

as specific entry/exit where appropriate and limited use 

of the kitchen and the stage.  

We are in the course of agreeing new cleaning 

protocols and routines.  This will lead to additional 

cleaning at the start of each day and also between user 

groups.  Our regular customers have been very flexible 

in accommodating slight changes to the usual timetable. 

We are happy to exhibit our Risk Management Plan to 

all current and potential users to provide maximum 

reassurance.   

We have also been thrilled at the number of allotments 

let since the start of lockdown.  Moor Pool Allotment 

Association’s volunteer team has done some fantastic 

clearance of overgrown allotments.  Have a stroll 

around the back alleys and see how beautiful the 

cultivation in so many areas is.  Thanks to all involved. 

The planning application for the renovated toilets and 

new disabled ramp at the Hall sits with Birmingham 

City Council.  The deadline for objections passed in 

May.  We await the Council’s deliberations.  Next stage 

will be Building Regulations and full costings.   

We have fully supported the joint (i) MRA/MPHT 

Neighbour Help volunteer scheme and (ii) the Food & 

Clothing Banks in the Hall over the past months.  The 

response has been overwhelming and gratifying.   

Lastly, we have had to postpone the 

Trust’s AGM till September.  Let’s hope 

that this can take place.  

If there’s anything the Trust can do for 

you, do let us know.  Contact details as 

ever - simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 

07757 790539. 

Look after yourselves and one another. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

Fund Raising through on-line shopping 

easyfundraising  

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you 
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so 
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what 
you’re buying. These donations really help us out, so 
please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You 
can get started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-n2 

Amazon 

You can no longer raise funds directly through 
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but 
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you can 
select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity you wish to 
support. The direct link is 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0 

If you then log in through smile.amazon.co.uk rather 
than amazon.co.uk you will be automatically linked to the 
charity you wish to support and 0.5% of any purchases 
will be donated to the Trust.  

You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising with 
other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those helping to 
raise funds for the Trust in this way.  

Super Saturday. Britons drank 15million pints as pubs 
reopened after 104 days on July 4th. 

Life is what happens to us while we are making other 
plans.      Allen Saunders  

http://www.moorpool.com
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Now, more than ever, we know people are going to 

experience bereavement who will need care, compassion 

and someone to talk to. That’s why Birmingham St Mary’s 

Hospice has launched a new telephone service to help 

them.   

On Monday 27th April 2020, Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 

launched a new bereavement telephone service, providing 

free one-to-one support to those who are 18+, living in 

Birmingham and struggling with the loss of a loved one. 

Experienced volunteers will provide a safe, confidential 

place where an individual can talk through their thoughts 

and feelings without judgement.  

Individuals do not have to be a patient or family member 

known to the Hospice to access this support. This new 

service can be accessed by anybody who has been 

bereaved, no matter how the person died or how long ago 

the loss was. 

With more people expected to lose a loved one due to 

Covid-19, we believe this service will be especially needed 

during this difficult time.  

Therefore, if you know of someone who may benefit from 

this support, they can find out how to self-refer via the 

following link: www.birminghamhospice.org.uk/community-

bereavement-service 

If you are a professional, you can make a referral for an 

individual, with their consent, via the following email 

address: stmaryshospice.bereavement@nhs.net  

We hope this service will be helpful to you as a professional, 

as well as to those who are struggling with grief.  

To find out more, please contact Beth Hopkins, 

Bereavement Counsellor, on 07966 165287 or Vicky Ross, 

Head of Family and Carer Support Team on 07966 165193. 

Kind regards,  

Beth Hopkins 

Bereavement Counsellor 

Mobile: 07966 165287 

Please note my working days are Monday-Thursday. 

176 Raddlebarn Road, Selly Park, Birmingham B29 7DA 
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 

facebook.com/birminghamstmaryshospice 

@brumshospice  

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.birminghamhospice.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/birminghamstmaryshospice
https://twitter.com/brumshospice


The Moor Pool Duck   10 www.moorpool.com duck@moorpool.com 

Nettlefold Notes 

Other things may have stopped during lockdown but 

plants (and weeds) went on growing. The lawn was 

mowed until the mower stopped, but of course the grass 

did not. So in a very short time we had the makings of a 

meadow. Once the mower had been repaired and we were 

able to mow again, we decided to leave a small area uncut 

to see what wild flowers would grow and how many 

insects would thrive there - and there are many! When 

you visit, see what (or who) is attracted to the waving 

grasses and wild flowers of our fertile crescent! 

Something else you will notice at present are the tall 

yellow-flowering 'weeds' on the Mound and in the wild 

meadow area next to it. This is ragwort. Again, we have 

deliberately allowed them to grow to full height because 

they are the favourite food plant of the cinnabar moth 

caterpillar. Look out for the caterpillars which are striped 

yellow and black. Later in the year you may see the adult 

moths. These fly by day and are a striking cinnabar red in 

colour. Stop press: No caterpillars so far but keep looking! 

There are also plenty of other insects! 

Lockdown glimpse: One of our more elderly visitors 

having read the notice on the seats about not touching 

them: 

"That's all very well - I can sit down but how do I 

get up again without using my hands?"  

Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for 

more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com 

 

 

Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 

Kipsters Homemade 
Biscuits 

    Just for Dogs 
Kipsters Homemade Biscuits is a family run business which began 
when our French Bulldog puppy Costa came into our lives. We 
then began to look at food, ingredients and treats that 
would provide him with the best nutrients and goodness to allow 
him to continue with his busy life as a puppy. As a keen baker I 
decided to bake him some biscuits that contained no additives 
or preservatives and from that day forward Kipsters was born. 

Order online at:  www.kipsters.co.uk  

Did You Know? 

PRIME EARNER. Only a year after he signed over a 

quarter of his fortune to his wife, the Amazon founder is 

richer than ever. Jeff Bezos’s net worth was estimated at 

$171.6bn in early July, more than the GDP of Hungary or 

Algeria. 

THE DAILY MAIL has eclipsed The Sun to become UK's 

top-selling paper. The Sun had been the nation’s most 

popular newspaper since 1978 but the Daily Mail has been 

steadily closing the sales gap. It sold 980,000 copies a day 

on average last month, and the Mail on Sunday sold 

878,000 a week, according to the Audit Bureau of 

Circulations figures published on Friday June 19th.  

ALL CHANGE AT NUMBER 10.  Boris Johnson, 55, is only 

the third divorced prime minister since 1721, but the first 

to be divorced twice. Meanwhile Ms Symonds, 32, is the 

youngest partner of a PM in 173 years. Whilst they are the 

first unmarried couple to live in Downing Street, it is not 

an unusual arrangement elsewhere in the UK with co-

habiting unmarried couples now the fastest-growing 

family type in the UK, according to the ONS.  

SPACE UBER The estimated cost to NASA each time it 

sends its astronauts into space aboard SpaceX’s capsule is 

$55m, compared with the $86m it currently hands to 

Russia’s space agency to do the job for it.  

http://www.moorpool.com
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

NHS Patients also welcome 

in a ‘no pressure’ environment 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

 

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES 

 

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE  

     MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

         Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows 

         Gutters cleaned 

         UPVC cleaned 

         Conservatory roofs 

         Patios, driveways and decking cleaned 

         Fully insured 

 

Contact details:  

Steve Brain 

9 West Pathway 

Harborne 

Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696 

email: stephen.brain63@sky.com 

http://www.moorpool.com
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August 

C R O S S W O R D  

by Artemonas 

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to 
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form 
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account 
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.  

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 

Across 

7) A trainee doctor on the street? Nearly (6) 

8) Enthusiast to laze around (6) 

10) Thousand degree relative (7) 

11) Most of the meal was top (5) 

12) Some of the sleeve notes aren’t odd (4) 

13) Maybe sun is very strong tobacco (5) 

17) Becomes new suit for singles (5) 

18) What’s for dinner? Some nuts (5) 

22) Let it be mainly uncultivated (5) 

23) Joy of the French lamp (7) 

24) Stretch out old nurse (6) 

25) Home of Lord Rook? (6) 

Down 

1) Men glad to be messed up (7) 

2) Dreams about a drug that damaged a 
reputation (7)  

3) Apart from a team (5) 

4) Polishes again but still rejects (7) 

5) First first lady (and President) seems 
agitated (5) 

6) Sounds like floor tale (5) 

9) Aunt Meg and I’d find one of great size (9) 

14) Aware that at this time the monarch is 
around (7) 

15) Welsh rowers get lifting! (7) 

16) Hurried around chest in front (7) 

19) Tired and stone(d)? (5) 

20) Final two round many a European coin (5) 

21) Nothing in the home on the surface (5) 

Sudoku 

1   2   3       4   5   6 

7             8           

            9             

10               11         

                          

12         13               

        14           15   16 

      17           18       

19   20           21         

22           23             

                          

24             25           
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